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GADGETS WE LOVE

HEN TWAS A KITH L WAS OB-
sessed with becoming a rock
star—and it drove my parents
crazy, Every night after dinner
I retreated to my room,
I |:idled the stereo with the lat-
est U2 or Guns N' Roses album and pressed
play. I practiced at the highest volumes possi-
ble, shouting melodies from atop my bed to
an audience of Star Wars action figures, Even-
tually my father insisted [ use the cheap,
muddy headphones that had come with my
portable CO player. Ever since, ['ve been des-
perately searching for a pair of buds that could
deliver both brilliant sound and a comfort-
able fit. Last year [ discovered Ultimate Ears—
now the irreplaceable complement to my iFdd
and computers at home and work, the head-
phones for my life's soundtrack.
Favorites of pros like Aerosmith and immy
e Buffett, Ultimate Ears are custom-fited to my
ears. After | ordered a set, for $550), an audiol-
ogist was dispatched to my office to create im-
pressions of each ear, 2 painless ten-minute
process completed by filling them with a cool
green silicone. A week later & small metal box
W arrived with what looked like really slick
hearing aids, engraved with my initials
on each bud, blue on the left and red
on the right. T slipped theny in and,
. *_ ~ because the fit was so seamless, im-
. mediately the office went silent.
I'plugged them into my computer and
¢ started The Who's "Won't Get Fooled Again,”
In & blast of sonic brilliance, the two speakers
inside each of the headphones separated the
high and low frequencies, delivering sharp, rich
tones straight into my ear canals) Tt was asaf
1 were in the room with the band.
Ultimate Ears are perfect for aspiring
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Ultimate Ears UESc
Price: 8550

www.ultimateears.co)



